
 
 

Releasetober Rules 2016 
 
1. Registration  

 
1.1. Releasetober is open to all Rock & Surf anglers in South Africa, older than 13 years. 
1.2. The Releasetober event starts AT 00:00 on 1st October 2016 and ends AT 00:00 on the 

15th November 2016. 
1.3. All anglers need to be registered in order to fish, registration must be done online and all 

details entered in full. www.facebook.com/releasetober.  
1.4. It is the responsibility of the angler to notify us by email of any changes to the anglers 

contact details. 
 

2. Membership 
 
2.1. Entry is FREE, but we require all your contact details and for you to fill in the questionnaire  

in order for you to claim your prize in the event you win. 
 

3. Prizes & Prize Giving Prize  
 
3.1. Prizes and winners will be announced on the 15th Dec 2016, with prizes available for 

collection on the 21st December 2016 
3.2. Points and Prizes will be calculated as follows, a single point will be allocated for each edible 

and non-edible fish successfully released.  
3.3. There will be no maximum limit of prizes awarded to a particular angler, so one angler may 

be awarded as many prizes as he or she qualifies for.  
3.4. In the event of two or more anglers having the same score, the angler with the most 

number of fish listed in the SASSI Red list will be the winner. Fish listed in the SASSI Red list 
will count 10 points and the Orange List, will count 5 points in the event of a draw. 

3.5. In the event of a tie in score, the winner will be drawn from a hat. 
3.6. Photos will be judged by the Releasetober Exco panel, the top selected 10 pictures of each 

category will then be judged by our sponsors. Pictures for the Fuji XP 90 prize will be judged 
by a panel at Fuji Head Office and all entries need to use #Releasetober, #FujiFilm and 
#XP90 to enter.  

3.7. Prizes need to be collected in person at your nearest tackle shop, the winner will need to 
provide their ID book for verification.  

3.8. Fish weighing less than 500g for edibles and 2 kg for non-edibles will not be eligible for 
points. 

  

http://www.facebook.com/releasetober


4. Competition results  
 
4.1. All results will be listed on the Releasetober Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/releasetober. 
 

5. Discipline  
 
5.1. Releasetober reserves the right to disqualify any angler found cheating during this event or 

transgresses any of the said terms and conditions or acts in a manner which is detrimental 
to the interests of Releasetober or its members.  

5.2. Any angler caught cheating or breaking the rules will be blacklisted for life and will be 
banned from fishing any future Releasetober events, or RASSPL Pro League competitions or 
National tournaments.  

5.3. In the event of a complaint arising after a competition due to evidence coming to the fore 
that cheating has taken place or an angler has not followed the proper rules and 
procedures. The angler will be afforded a hearing to defend his/her case and in the event 
such angler is found guilty for transgressions he or she could be penalized or banned from 
fishing any further Releasetober events and may be asked to return any prizes awarded to 
them. In the case of this happening the prize will then be carried over to the next winner 
listed. 
 

6. Injury during any Releasetober event 
 
6.1. Releasetober will not accept any responsibility for any injury or losses incurred by anglers 

participating in the annual Releasetober event. Participants therefore indemnifies 
Releasetober against any claims for losses or damages incurred during or as a result of 
participation in the Releasetober event.  

6.2. Each angler/participant accepts personal responsibility to ensure that he or she is insured 
for personal injury, loss or damage.  
 

7. Competition Rules  
 
7.1. The competition rules will act as the official set of rules for each Releasetober event held in 

South Africa. 
7.2. Any changes to these rules will be handled by the all new process and such will be final.  
7.3. Any changes and or any amendment to the existing rules will be circulated to all registered 

members on the Releasetober database before the start of each annual event. Such 
amendments will also be listed on the Releasetober website.  
 

8. Minimum size 
 
8.1. Non-Edibles (Sharks & Rays)  

8.1.1. There is a minimum size for sharks and rays of 2kg. 
8.1.2. To claim a species, we need the following: 

8.1.2.1. A photo of the fish on the ground with a 3m Yellow measuring tape being 
used, to show the length of the fish caught. RASSPL members may use their mats. 

8.1.2.1.1. The photo needs to be clear for us to see the length. 
8.1.2.2. A photo with the angler posing with the fish with the sea in the background. 
8.1.2.3. A video of the fish swimming away. We must see the fish swim away in the 

video, otherwise the entry will be disqualified. 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/releasetober


8.1.3. The angler must post the fish on our Facebook Page, 
www.facebook.com/releasetober, using all these Hashtags in order for the fish to 
qualify: 

8.1.3.1. #Releasetober 
8.1.3.2. #YourEntryNumber (e.g. RO5876) 
8.1.3.3. #Non-Ed (So we know it’s a Shark or Ray) 
8.1.3.4. #NC, #WP, #EP or #KN (SO we know the Province the fish was caught in) 
8.1.3.5. #Species (So we know the type of fish caught, e.g. #Bronzie) 

8.1.4. Following fish species don’t qualify: 
8.1.4.1. All Sand Shark species 
8.1.4.2. No Great White shark may be landed! 

 
8.2. Edibles All edible (Fish)  

 
8.2.1. All fish need to be over 500g to qualify as a species.  
8.2.2. To claim a species, we need the following: 

8.2.2.1. A photo of the fish on the ground with a 3m Yellow measuring tape being 
used, to show the length of the fish caught. RASSPL members may use their mats. 

8.2.2.1.1. The photo needs to be clear for us to see the length. 
8.2.2.2. A photo with the angler posing with the fish with the sea in the background. 
8.2.2.3. A video of the fish swimming away. We must see the fish swim away in the 

video, otherwise the entry will be disqualified. 
8.2.3. The angler must post the fish on our Facebook Page, 

www.facebook.com/releasetober, using all these Hashtags in order for the fish to 
qualify: 

8.2.3.1. #Releasetober 
8.2.3.2. #YourEntryNumber (e.g. RO5876) 
8.2.3.3. #Ed (So we know it’s an edible fish) 
8.2.3.4. #NC, #WP, #EP or #KN (So we know the Province the fish was caught in) 
8.2.3.5. #Species (So we know the type of fish caught, e.g. #Steenbras) 

8.2.4. Following fish species don’t qualify: 
8.2.4.1. Mullet (Harders) 
8.2.4.2. Barbel (Black & Silver) 
8.2.4.3. Pufferfish 
8.2.4.4. Karantee (Strepie) 

 
9. Photos and Videos of fish 

 
9.1. In order for your fish to qualify, the following must happen:  

9.1.1.1. A photo of the fish on the ground with a 3m Yellow measuring tape being 
used, to show the length of the fish caught. RASSPL members may use their mats. 

9.1.1.1.1. The photo needs to be clear for us to see the length. 
9.1.1.2. A photo with the angler posing with the fish with the sea in the background. 
9.1.1.3. A video of the fish swimming away. We must see the fish swim away in the 

video, otherwise the entry will be disqualified. 
9.2. All prize winning fish must have a photo of the angler posing with the fish with their back to 

the sea. It is also important that this photo is of good quality as it will be used for 
advertising, and could qualify for the Best Picture category.  

9.3. Poor quality photos and videos will be discarded and no prizes or points will be allocated!  
9.4. The angler is responsible to ensure all their fish are properly loaded on to the Facebook 

page, and the correct Hashtags have been used otherwise the fish will be disqualified.  
9.5. All camera settings are to be set to the correct time, day, month and year! 
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10. Handling of fish  
 

10.1. Fish must be out the water for the shortest time possible with minimum contact. We 
suggest every angler has a large bucket with sea water, as this will increase their 
chances of survival.  

10.2. Fish must always be wet; any contact with fish such as hands, we recommend you 
wet your hands first  

10.3. If a fish is gill or gut hooked the fish should be carried carefully, not by the line which 
will cause more damage. Do not attempt to take the hook out, cut the line as short as 
possible.  

10.4. All fish must swim away in the video to score points!  
10.5. Never drag a fish on the beach, support the larger fish when carrying. In some 

circumstances it would be better to leave your water filled large bucket closer to your 
angling spot, if you are fishing off the beach avoiding carrying your catch for long 
distances.  

10.6. No Gaffing allowed, you may use rope on the tail of the shark. 
10.7. Please do not keep the fish out of water for more than 3 minutes. 
10.8. Do not lift the fish by the gills! We suggest that all fish be lifted by their tails and mid 

area where possible. 
 

11. Bait  
11.1. The rules and regulations of Marine Coastal Management apply ipso facto and it is 

the responsibility of each individual competitor to be aware of any rule or regulation 
changes, adhere to bait regulations and be in possession of a valid angling licence.  

11.2. Bait additives may be used, such as shot for shot anchovy oil and aniseed oils, etc.  
11.3. No swim baits will be allowed.  
11.4. The only live bait that may be used are mullets and Karenteen (Strepies).  
11.5. No fish caught while fishing for the event may be slaughtered and used as baits or 

slide baits. E.g. You may not catch an Elf, kill and slide it. 
11.6. Since sharks and rays (elasmobranchs) are slow growing and give birth/ or produce 

only a limited number of offspring/eggs, the scientific advisory team has categorised 
them as extremely susceptible to the impacts of fishing. Consequently, sharks and 
rays or any parts thereof may not be used as bait during any Releasetober event. 
Any angler caught using this bait will be banned from all future Releasetober events. 

11.7. We recommend when sliding to use barbless hooks. 
 

12. Fishing Times  
 

12.1. 00:00 1st October 2016 to 00:00 15th November 2016. 
12.2. Any angler starting before or ending later than the set times will have all their fish 

disqualified and will be banned from any future Releasetober events.  
 

13. Fishing area  
 

13.1. The entire South African coast line, including river mouths is open to fishing. 
13.2. No Nature Reserves or MPA areas are allowed, where special permission is required 

in order to fish there. 
13.3. No fish are allowed to be caught off a boat! 
13.4. Fish may be caught from harbours walls and manmade structures. No assistance 

from a boat is allowed in landing the fish. 
  



14. Fishing Tackle  
 

14.1. Anglers may fish with as many rods as they like. 
14.2. Rapala's and spoons, drop shot jigs and lures may be used as per manufacturers’ 

specifications, as in the case of a Rapala with two treble hooks.  
14.3. No hand lines or cast-nets permitted. All fish must be caught with a rod and reel.  
14.4. The use of boats, paddle-ski’s, kites, bait cannons or any other sea driven device will 

not be allowed. 
14.5. Competitors are allowed to use slides but these must be fished not closer than 50m 

from anglers casting baits, unless they have a mutual agreement to do so. Any angler 
not abiding by this rule will be disqualified.  

14.6. A line class not exceeding 0.70 mm diameter on your reel as a main line and a leader 
line of no longer than 10 meters are allowed. There is no maximum diameter for 
leaders. 

14.7. Braid no more than 80lb as a main line.  
14.8. No gaffing of fish will be allowed whatsoever.  
14.9. No floatation larger than 5 cubic cm may be used to float your bait.  
14.10. No jigging of fish will be allowed. 


